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Course Description 

In this course, we will examine the spatial, or geographic, aspect of inequality and its 

relationship to politics in the United States. This includes examination of racial 

segregation, class segregation, and rural and urban divides. In addition, we will 

investigate the role of public policies in contributing to this spatial inequality, as well as 

how this inequality influences political behavior, representation, and policy outcomes. 

Finally, we will use the concepts and arguments learned in this course to analyze 

contemporary political events.  

 

This course has three main objectives:  

 

1) To understand the different components of spatial inequality and the role of 

public policy in the historical trajectory of these different components (e.g., racial 

and economic segregation). 

2) To understand and interrogate the role of spatial inequality in individual political 

behaviors and outcomes. 

3) To successfully apply the concepts learned in this course to recent political 

events.  

 

 

Requirements 

Class attendance and participation  30% 

Reading responses    30% 

Research proposal    40% 

 Research questions (5%) 
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 Research proposal outline (5%) 

 Final paper (30%) 

 

 

Class Attendance and Participation 

Students are expected to attend and participate in all sessions. This means students 

must complete the readings prior to class and come prepared to engage in discussion. 

Students must also arrive to each session on time. Cell phones are not permitted. 

Laptops are only permitted for access to the readings. Notes must be taken by hand. If 

laptops become distracting, I reserve the right to ban them from future sessions.  

 

Examples of successful class participation include responding to questions related to the 

readings, responding to other students’ comments thoughtfully and respectfully, and 

offering connections between readings. Examples of unsuccessful participation include 

being on your phone or computer (rather than being engaged in discussion) and failing 

to indicate that you have completed the week’s readings.  

 

Please come to each class prepared with two to three questions from the week’s readings.  

You do not need to turn in your questions to me, but I will ask students to raise their 

questions and discuss them during the class.   

 

The goal of the course is to have all students participate in class discussions. However, I 

understand that students have different levels of comfort with this type of participation. 

Although I will engage students in a variety of in-class activities to measure 

participation, please talk to me if you are less comfortable with in-class discussions, and 

we can find another form of participation for you to receive credit.  

 

 

Reading Responses 

Students must submit three reading responses during the semester. Students may 

choose the weeks in which to submit a reading a response through a sign-up sheet at 

the beginning of the semester, beginning with Week 4. The reading responses must 

synthesize and analyze the week’s readings and should not just be a summary of the 

readings. Students can do this by making an overall critique of the readings, by 

comparing and contrasting arguments between the readings, and/or by analyzing how 

the readings help answer an overarching question, among other options. In addition, 

the reading responses must have a thesis statement.  The main purpose of the reading 

responses is to make a coherent assessment of the readings, using the text to support 

your argument.  Each paragraph should relate to the overall argument, and students 

should make this connection clear in the responses.     



 

The reading responses should be 3-4 pages in length (double-spaced with 12-point 

font), and you must use two or more readings from the week in your response papers. 

You may also use readings from previous weeks to support your argument, though this 

is not required. No outside research is necessary. Reading responses are due by 5pm the 

day before class.  

 

Each reading response constitutes 10% of the final grade, for 30% total. The reading 

responses will be graded on a letter grade scale (A, A-, B+, B, etc.)  

 

 

Research Proposal  

For your main assignment in this course, you will write a 15 to 20-page research 

proposal. The research proposal will outline how you plan to answer a research question 

about a political event, outcome, or trend that relates to the theories and subject matter 

of this course. For example, you can write a proposal that examines why a city or town is 

racially or economically segregated, or you can write a proposal that examines how 

racial segregation affects protest behavior. These are just two examples among many 

options for this assignment, depending upon your interests.  

 

Your proposal needs to outline a plausible hypothesis (or hypotheses). To do this, you 

will include a literature review using literature discussed in this course and outside 

literature that relates to your particular research question. The paper also needs to 

include a research design, or methodology, section where you outline how you plan to 

answer your research question. This might include quantitative data you plan to collect 

and a description of how you will use these data, or it might include historical cases you 

plan to examine. We will discuss the expectations for the research proposal in more 

detail throughout the semester.  

 

Research Questions: You are required to brainstorm at least three research questions for 

the research proposal, with a paragraph for each question explaining how the question 

relates to the course. This is to help ensure that you have ideas for the final paper. 

However, you do not have to use a research question from this assignment as the 

research question in your final proposal. The research questions are due by 5pm on 

April 13th.  

 

Research Proposal Outline: You are required to submit a research proposal outline with 

the following: (1) your main research question; (2) description of what sources you will 

use in your literature review; and (3) description of your research design. The outline can 



be in bullet points. The research proposal should be approximately 2 pages and is due 

by 5pm on April 27th.  

 

 

Late Assignments 

All assignments are expected to be handed in on time. Assignments will be docked one-

third of a letter grade for each day they are late. In the case of family or medical 

emergency, students can turn in late assignments with a note from the doctor or 

resident dean.  

 

 

Collaboration Policy 

Discussion and the exchange of ideas are essential to academic work. For assignments in 

this course, you are encouraged to consult with your classmates on the choice of paper 

topics and to share sources. You may find it useful to discuss your chosen topic with 

your peers or with the instructor, particularly if you are working on the same topic as a 

classmate. However, you should ensure that any written work you submit for evaluation 

is the result of your own research and writing and that it reflects your own approach to 

the topic. You must also adhere to standard citation practices in political science and 

properly cite any books, articles, websites, lectures, etc. that have helped you with your 

work. If you received any help with your writing (feedback on drafts, etc. from peers or 

the instructor), you must also acknowledge this assistance. 

 

 

 

Course Outline and Reading List 

 

 

Week 1 (January 28): Introduction and course overview 

 

 

Week 2 (February 4): Public policy and its role in racial and economic segregation  

• Rothstein, Richard. 2017 The Color of Law, Chapter 2: Public Housing, Black 

Ghettos.  

• Trounstine, Jessica. 2019. Segregation by Design, Chapter 4: How Local 

Governments Produce Segregation. 

• Coates, Ta-Nahisi. 2014. “The Case for Reparations.” The Atlantic. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-

reparations/361631/ 
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• Thomas, Jacqueline Rabe. “Separated by Design: How Some of America’s Richest 

Towns Fight Affordable Housing.” ProPublica. May 22, 2019. 

https://www.propublica.org/article/how-some-of-americas-richest-towns-fight-

affordable-housing 

 

 

Week 3 (February 11): Individual attitudes as a cause for racial and economic segregation 

• Bobo, Lawrence and Camille L. Zubrinsky. 1996. “Attitudes on Residential 

Integration: Perceived Status Differences, Mere In-Group Preference, or Racial 

Prejudice?” Social Forces, 74(3), 883-909.  

• Charles, Camille Zubrinsky. 2000. “Neighborhood Racial-Composition 

Preferences: Evidence from a Multiethnic Metropolis.” Social Problems, 47(3), 

379-407.  

• Krysan, Maria, Mick P. Couper, Reynolds Farley, and Tyrone Forman. 2009. “Does 

Race Matter in Neighborhood Preferences? Results from a Video Experiment.” 

American Journal of Sociology, 115(2), 527-559. 

• The Texas Observer, “The House Always Wins.” 

https://www.texasobserver.org/affordable-housing-house-wins/ 

• Choi, Ann, Keith Herbert, Olivia Winslow, and Arthur Browne. November 17, 2019. 

“Long Island Divided,” Newsday. https://projects.newsday.com/long-island/real-

estate-agents-investigation/.  

 

 

Week 4 (February 18): How should we think about and measure segregation today? The 

rise of economic segregation 

• Bischoff, Kendra and Sean F. Reardon. 2011. “Income Inequality and Income 

Segregation,” American Journal of Sociology, 116(4), 1092-1153. 

• Massey, Douglas S., Jacob Rugh, and Thurston Domina. 2009. “The Changing 

Bases of Segregation in the United States.” The Annals of the American Academy 

of Political and Social Science, 626(1), 74-90.  

• Massey, Douglas. 1990. “American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the 

Underclass.” The American Journal of Sociology, 96(2), 329-357. 

• Fry, Richard and Paul Taylor. “The Rise of Residential Segregation by Income.” 

Pew Research Center, August 1, 2012. 

https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2012/08/01/the-rise-of-residential-segregation-

by-income/ 

• Sharkey, Patrick. 2014. “Spatial Segmentation and the Black Middle Class.” 

American Journal of Sociology, 119(4), 903-954.  
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Week 5 (February 25): Neighborhood segregation and social mobility 

• Chetty, Raj, Nathaniel Hendren, Patrick Klein, and Emmanuel Saez. 2014. “Where 

is the Land of Opportunity? Intergenerational Mobility in the United States.” The 

Quarterly Journal of Economics, 129(4), 1553-1623. 

• Chetty, Raj, Nathaniel Hendren, and Lawrence F. Katz. 2015. “The Effects of 

Exposure to Better Neighborhoods on Children: New Evidence from the Moving 

to Opportunity Experiment.” American Economic Review, 106(4), 855-902. 

• Sharkey, Patrick. 2016. “Neighborhoods, Cities, and Economic Mobility.” RSF: The 

Russell Sage Foundation Journal of the Social Sciences, 2(2), 159-177.  

• Jones, Nikole-Hannah. 2016. “Choosing a School for My Daughter in a 

Segregated City.” The New York Times Magazine. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/12/magazine/choosing-a-school-for-my-

daughter-in-a-segregated-city.html. 

 

 

Week 6 (March 3): Neighborhood segregation and political behavior  

• Cohen, Cathy and Michael Dawson. 1993. “Neighborhood Poverty and African 

American Politics.” American Political Science Review, 87(2), 286-302. 

• Thal, Adam. 2017. "Class isolation and affluent Americans’ perception of social 

conditions." Political Behavior, 39(2), 401-424. 

• Desmond, Matthew and Adam Travis. 2018. “Political Consequences of Survival 

Strategies among the Urban Poor.” American Sociological Review, 83(5), 869-896. 

• Lerman, Amy E. and Vesla Weaver. 2014. “Staying out of sight? Concentrated 

policing and local political action.” The ANNALS of the American Academy of 

Political and Social Science, 651(1), 202-219. 

• Gay, Claudine. 2012. “Moving to opportunity: The political effects of a housing 

mobility experiment.” Urban Affairs Review, 48(2), 147-179. 

 

 

Week 7 (March 10): Neighborhood segregation and political outcomes 

• Ananat, Elizabeth Oltmans, and Ebonya Washington. 2009. "Segregation and 

Black political efficacy." Journal of Public Economics, 93(5), 807-822. 

• Trounstine, Jessica. 2016. “Segregation and inequality in public goods.” American 

Journal of Political Science, 60(3), 709-725. 

• Einstein, Katherine Levine, Maxwell Palmer, and David M. Glick. 2019. "Who 

participates in local government? Evidence from meeting minutes." Perspectives 

on Politics 17(1), 28-46. 

• Sances, Michael W., and Hye Young You. 2017. "Who pays for government? 

Descriptive representation and exploitative revenue sources." The Journal of 

Politics, 79(2), 2017. 1090-1094. 
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Week 8 (March 24): Neighborhood segregation and environmental justice 

• Bullard, Robert D. 1990. Dumping in Dixie. Chapter 2: Race, Class, and the Politics 

of Place.  

• Sadler, Richard Casey, and Andrew R. Highsmith. 2016. "Rethinking Tiebout: the 

contribution of political fragmentation and racial/economic segregation to the 

Flint water crisis." Environmental Justice, 9(5), 143-151. 

• Pulido, Laura. 2000. "Rethinking environmental racism: White privilege and urban 

development in Southern California." Annals of the Association of American 

Geographers, 90(1), 2000. 12-40. 

• Anderson, Meg and Sean McMinn. September 3, 2019. “As Rising Heat Bakes U.S. 

Cities, The Poor Often Feel It Most.” NPR. 

https://www.npr.org/2019/09/03/754044732/as-rising-heat-bakes-u-s-cities-the-

poor-often-feel-it-most.  

 

 

Week 9 (March 31): Immigration and segregation 

• Iceland, John and Kyle Anne Nelson. 2008. “Hispanic Segregation in Metropolitan 

America: Exploring the Multiple Forms of Spatial Assimilation.” American 

Sociological Review, 73, 741-65.  

• Cutler, David M., Edward L. Glaeser, and Jacob L. Vigdor. 2008. “When Are 

Ghettos Bad? Lessons from Immigrant Segregation in the United States.” Journal 

of Urban Economics, 63(3), 759–74.  

• Alba, Richard, Glenn Deane, Nancy Denton, Ilir Disha, Brian McKenzie, and Jeffrey 

Napierala. 2014. “The Role of Immigrant Enclaves for Latino Residential 

Inequalities.” Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 40(1), 1-20. 

• Stoll, Michael. 2013. “Chapter 4: Immigration, Segregation, and Poverty” in David 

Card and Steven Raphael (1st ed.) Immigration, Poverty, and Socioeconomic 

Inequality, New York, NY: Russel Sage Foundation.   

 

 

Week 10 (April 7): The potential for integration? Gentrification and changing 

neighborhood dynamics 

• Hwang, Jackelyn and Jeffrey Lin. 2016. “What Have We Learned About the Causes 

of Recent Gentrification?” Cityscape, 18(3), 9-26. 

• Hwang, Jackelyn and Robert Sampson. 2014. “Divergent Pathways of 

Gentrification: Racial Inequality and Social Order of Renewal in Chicago 

Neighborhoods.” American Sociological Review, 79(4), 726-751. 
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• Wyly, Elvin K. and Daniel J. Hammel. 2004. “Gentrification, segregation, and 

discrimination in the American urban system.” Environment and Planning, 36, 

1215-1241.  

• Brummet, Quentin and Davin Reed. 2019. “The Effects of Gentrification on the 

Well-Being and Opportunity of Original Residents and Children.” Working Paper.  

• Badger, Emily, Quoctrung Bui, and Robert Gebeloff. April 27, 2019. “The 

Neighborhood is Mostly Black. Homebuyers are Mostly White.” The New York 

Times. https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/04/27/upshot/diversity-

housing-maps-raleigh-gentrification.html.  

 

*Research Questions due by 5pm on Monday, April 13th.  

 

Week 11 (April 14): The rise of (some) cities  

• Hyra, Derek. 2012. “Conceptualizing the new urban renewal: Comparing the past 

to the present.” Urban Affairs Review, 48(4), 498-527. 

• Florida, Richard. 2014. "The creative class and economic development." Economic 

Development Quarterly, 28(3), 196-205. 

• Florida, Richard. 2017. The New Urban Crisis. Chapter 5: The Inequality of Cities 

and Chapter 6: The Big Sort.  

• Nunn, Ryan, Jana Parsons, and Jay Shambaugh. 2018. “The Geography of 

Prosperity,” Brookings Institution.  

• Austin, John C. 2017. “A tale of two Rust Belts: Divergent economic paths shaping 

community politics.” Brookings Institution. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-

avenue/2017/06/30/a-tale-of-two-rust-belts-diverging-economic-paths-shaping-

community-politics/  

 

 

Week 12 (April 21): The rural-urban divide 

• Litchter, Daniel T. and Domenico Parisi. 2008. “Concentrated Rural Poverty and 

the Geography of Exclusion.” Carsey Institute, University of New Hampshire. 

• Cramer Walsh, Katherine. 2012. “Putting Inequality in Its Place: Rural 

Consciousness and the Power of Perspective.” American Political Science Review, 

106(3), 517-532. 

• Grier, Peter. 2019. “The deep roots of America’s urban-rural political divide.” 

Christian Science Monitor. 

• Wilkinson, Will. 2018. “The Density Divide: Urbanization, Polarization, and Populist 

Backlash.” The Niskanen Center. https://www.niskanencenter.org/wp-

content/uploads/old_uploads/2019/06/Wilkinson-Density-Divide-Final.pdf.  

• Hendrickson, Clara. 2019. “Why Democrats Don’t Have a Plan to Save ‘Left-

Behind’ America,” Politico. 
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https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2019/10/23/democrats-regional-

inequality-plan-229869  

 

*Research Proposal Outline due by 5pm on Monday, April 27th.  

 

Week 13 (April 28):  Conclusion and discussion of research projects 
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