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INEQUALITY AND AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 
 

Government 94oa, Spring 2019 
Tuesdays, 12:00-2:00pm, CGIS Knafel K401 

Course website:  https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/49717  
 
 
 “We hold these truths to be self-evident,” wrote Thomas Jefferson in the Declaration 
of Independence, “that all men are created equal….”  Since the Founding, Americans have 
cherished the ideals of political equality and democratically responsive government.  
Reformers and mass movements have repeatedly highlighted disparities between ideals 
and reality and sought to extend citizenship rights.  In recent times, the Civil Rights 
struggle and other rights revolutions expanded the rights and participation of African 
Americans, women, and other formerly marginalized groups.  Yet over the past four 
decades, new threats have emerged.  Disparities of income, wealth, and access to 
opportunity are growing more rapidly in the United States than in many other nations.  
Progress toward realizing American ideals of equal opportunity and impartially responsive 
democracy may have stalled, and in some cases reversed. 
 
 This seminar explores the impact of vast and rising economic inequality on the 
workings of American democracy and considers how social analysts can do research on 
important questions.  We begin by surveying recent socioeconomic and political trends.  
Then we consider existing research about inequalities of electoral and civic participation, 
the responsiveness of government to different strata of citizens, and the role of government 
policies as well as social movements in mitigating or exacerbating social inequalities and 
shaping the political engagement or disengagement of citizens.   
 
 Although the seminar will cover and debate important contributions to the 
literature, it is an active exercise for each student, who must define and at least partially 
conduct a research project over the course of the semester.  If you are not committed to 
doing this, do not apply to the course.  Early in the semester, students will begin to pose 
researchable questions.  Each student will prepare a First Research Ideas Memo by 
Monday, February 25, outlining several possible research questions and meet with 
Professor Skocpol later that week to discuss them and narrow to one question.  A final 
research proposal -- the Research Prospectus -- is due on Monday, April 1, to be followed by 
another discussion with Professor Skocpol.  At the end of the semester, two class sessions 
will be devoted to presentation of preliminary findings of the research.  The final paper for 
the semester, due Friday, May 10, can be either a research paper or a well-elaborated 
research plan accompanied by indicative preliminary findings. 
 

https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/49717
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HOW TO ENROLL 
 
 Enrollment for all Government 94-- seminars is limited to no more than 16 
undergraduates.  Prof. Skocpol is allotted six slots to assign at her discretion and the 
remaining ten slots are assigned via a Government 94-- lottery, which is administered by 
the Government Department’s Undergraduate Services team.  Government concentrators 
are given preference in the lottery; however, non-Government concentrators are welcome to 
enter it.  For an overview of the lottery process for Gov94-- seminars, see 
https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-seminars.  The Government Undergraduate 
Services team can also help with any questions.  Their offices are in room K151 on the first 
floor of CGIS Knafel. 
 
Recommended approach: 
 

1. Email Prof. Skocpol, skocpol@fas.harvard.edu, any time before the first class 
meeting on Tuesday, January 29, asking to be considered for a discretionary slot in 
case you are not admitted by lottery.  Introduce yourself (name, concentration, year) 
and say why you want to take the course.   
 
…AND/OR… 
 
Come to the first class on Tuesday, January 29, at 12:00-2:00pm in CGIS Knafel 
K401 to add your name and info to the list of students to be considered for 
discretionary slots.  No enrollment decisions will be made before Tuesday’s class.   
 
…THEN… 

 
2. Print out HARD COPY of the Gov 94-- lottery form from 

https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-seminars or pick one up from the 
Government Department.  Complete the form and hand in the hard copy form to the 
Government Undergraduate Services Office in CGIS Knafel K151 by the 6:00pm 
deadline on Wednesday, January 30.  
 

3. Check lottery results.  As early as possible on the evening of Thursday, January 
31, the Government Undergraduate Services team will post lottery results at 
https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-lottery-results and will email Prof. 
Skocpol a list of students who have been lotteried in to Gov94oa.  Prof. Skocpol (or 
her staff assistant Abby Peck) will then email each student on the list asking the 
student to confirm whether they plan to enroll in Gov94oa.  If you have been 
lotteried in to Gov94oa, please reply as soon as possible to accept or decline 
the slot.   
 

4. Once all responses from lotteried-in students are in -- hopefully by the morning of 
Friday, February 1 (course registration deadline) -- Prof. Skocpol (or Abby Peck) will 
email the students who had expressed interest but were not lotteried in and will 
offer them the discretionary slots (and any slots that lotteried-in students may have 
declined).  If you are offered a discretionary slot, please reply as soon as 
possible to accept or decline, so that Prof. Skocpol can offer the slot to another 
student.   

  

https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-seminars
mailto:skocpol@fas.harvard.edu
https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-seminars
https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-lottery-results
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COURSE ORGANIZATION AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
 This course will be conducted seminar-style, which means that students must attend 
regularly, do all the readings and preparatory activities each week, and come prepared for 
an intensive discussion.  Because this is a research tutorial, each student will gain 
experience in defining researchable questions and hypotheses and thinking about data that 
can be gathered to test arguments.   
 
Grading 
 
• Thirty percent of the final course grade will be based on the quality of regular and 

informed participation in class discussions, including the memos you prepare on 
readings for certain weeks.  Due by noon on Mondays to the course website, so that all 
class members can read them before Tuesday’s class, the memos will help structure 
class discussion.   

• Twenty percent of the final grade will be based on evaluation of the Research 
Prospectus (due Monday, April 1) and the in-class presentation each student does in 
the final class meetings of the semester (Tuesday, April 23 and Tuesday, April 30).   

• The other fifty percent will be based on evaluation of the final research paper for the 
class.  The final research paper will be due to the course website no later than 11:59pm 
on Friday, May 10.  Late papers will have one half-grade per day deducted from the 
grade otherwise earned.   

 
Discussion Memos on Assigned Readings 
 
 Discussion memos should, a) synthesize the findings and scholarly disagreements 
from each week’s readings; b) advance a hypothesis for, in short, what you think is really 
going on with the issues addressed in the readings; and, c) suggest some ways you could 
gather evidence to test and prove your hypothesis.  Students will submit four individual 
memos on the assigned readings for various weeks, as detailed below.  Memos should be 
two pages (single-spaced, roughly 1000 words) and are due to the course website by noon on 
Mondays.  Memos will be posted to a Discussion page on the course website and visible to 
all course members, so everyone can read each other’s memos ahead of Tuesday’s class.   
 
Memo Assignments - two pages (single-spaced, roughly 1000 words):   

• Everyone will submit memos for Week 2 (due Mon Feb 4) and-Week 3 (due Mon Feb 
11).  This will ensure that everyone jumps into the group discussions early, and it 
will allow Professor Skocpol to give feedback on early memos.   

• For the third memo, students will be assigned to four teams of 2-4 students each to 
write memos for one of the weeks among Week 4 and Weeks 6, 7, and 8.  Teams for 
these weeks will also help lead the seminar discussion for their week.  The idea is to 
have a few students circulating ideas to orient the discussion for these class 
sessions. 

• For the fourth memo, students will be assigned to write a memo for either Week 10 
or Week 11.    
 

 Students should come to the Week 2 class (Tuesday, February 5) prepared to list 
their preferences among Weeks 4 and Weeks 6, 7, and 8 for their third memo and between 
Weeks 10 and 11 for the fourth memo so the assignments can be doled out.   
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COURSE ORGANIZATION AND REQUIREMENTS, continued 
 
Developing the Research Project 
 Projects for the seminar may embody further investigations of topics covered in the 
seminar readings and discussions or they may formulate and address new questions about 
inequality and American democracy in other issue areas or at state or local levels.   
 Written Assignments:  Early in the semester, Professor Skocpol will hand out and 
post on the course website guidelines for a good “research prospectus” to help students 
prepare a 3-4 page, double-spaced, First Research Ideas Memo, due to the course 
website on Monday, February 25 by 11:59pm.  The First Research Ideas Memo will suggest 
several researchable questions that the student would like to discuss in an individual 
meeting with Professor Skocpol later in the same week, to prepare for fleshing out one of 
them more fully in later assignments.  An eventual 5-7 page, double-spaced, Research 
Prospectus, due to the course website on Monday, April 1 by 11:59pm, will involve fully 
formulating a question, hypotheses, and research design for the final research paper or 
proposal.  What question do you propose to ask and why; and how do you propose to do the 
research?  
 Individual Meetings:  Each student will meet with Professor Skocpol several times 
to discuss the development of his or her research project.  Students are encouraged to 
schedule a first meeting with Professor Skocpol sometime in early to mid-February.  Two 
meetings are mandatory -- one meeting within a few days after submitting the First 
Research Ideas Memo (due Monday, February 25) and one meeting after submitting the 
Research Prospectus (due Monday, April 1).  Meetings in between can happen as needed.  
Professor Skocpol’s Staff Assistant, Abby Peck, will work with students to set up the 
mandatory appointments and students may contact her at any time to schedule other 
appointments with Professor Skocpol.  
 In-Class Presentation of Preliminary Findings:  The final two class sessions, on 
Tuesday, April 23 and Tuesday, April 30 (Weeks 12 and 13), will be devoted to presentation 
of preliminary findings of the research.  Students will present and mutually comment upon 
their research designs and preliminary findings.  About 15 minutes will be allotted for each 
presentation, with half for presenting and half for class questions and feedback.   
 Final Paper:  Final papers developing the research as fully as possible should be 
about 20 pages long (double-spaced) and are due, with no extensions, to the course website 
by 11:59pm on Friday, May 10.  Late papers will lose one-half grade per day, unless the 
student has a medical or emergency excuse verified by the student’s Resident Dean and, if 
applicable, the University Health Services.   
 
Course Collaboration Policy 
 
 Some assignments in the course will explicitly ask students to collaborate with one 
another.  When individual work is required -- above all, for the assignments to do with 
developing the research project -- each person is expected to present his or her own work.  
Discussion is always encouraged, but students should not exchange written outlines or 
texts unless they are engaged in an explicitly approved joint effort.  Work presented by an 
individual student must always properly cite quotes and sources of evidence.   
 
 Additional resources: Harvard Guide to Using Sources and Academic Integrity and 
Academic Dishonesty section of the Harvard College Handbook for Students. 
 

https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/49717/pages/handouts
http://usingsources.fas.harvard.edu/
https://handbook.fas.harvard.edu/book/academic-integrity
https://handbook.fas.harvard.edu/book/academic-integrity
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ACCESS TO READINGS 
 
Online readings:  Most readings are available online via Hollis or directly from external 
websites.  Links are in the Course Outline and Reading List (ahead).   
 
Sourcebook:  There is no sourcebook for this course.  
 
Books:  Unless otherwise noted, all books listed below (in order of assignment) are 
required.  All are on order at the Harvard Coop and will also be on reserve at Lamont 
Library.  Links to the Hollis record for each book, showing library checkout status, are in 
the Course Outline and Reading List.  For some books, as noted below, an eBook version 
can be accessed via Hollis.  Note however that although the full book may be accessible 
online, some books have limits on how much text can be downloaded and/or printed.   
 

• BACKGROUND FOR ENTIRE COURSE: Timothy Noah. The Great Divergence: 
America’s Growing Inequality Crisis and What We Can Do About It.  New York: 
Bloomsbury Press, 2013.  
 

• David A. Hopkins. Red Fighting Blue: How Geography and Electoral Rules Polarize 
American Politics. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2017. 
 

• Theda Skocpol and Vanessa Williamson. The Tea Party and the Remaking of 
Republican Conservatism. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016.  NOTE: eBook 
(2012 edition) available via Hollis.  
 

• Markus Prior. Post-Broadcast Democracy: How Media Choice Increases Inequality in 
Political Involvement and Polarizes Elections. New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2007.  
 

• Suzanne Mettler. Degrees of Inequality: How the Politics of Higher Education 
Sabotaged the American Dream. New York: Basic Books, 2014.  NOTE: eBook 
available via Hollis. 
 

• Andrea Louise Campbell. How Policies Make Citizens: Senior Political Activism and 
the American Welfare State.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2003, 2011.  
NOTE: eBook available via Hollis. 
 

• Beth Macy. Dopesick: Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company that Changed 
America.  New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2018.   
 

• Vanessa S. Williamson. Read My Lips: Why Americans Are Proud to Pay Taxes. 
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2017.  NOTE: eBook available via Hollis. 
 
 

https://harvardcoopbooks.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/TBWizardView?catalogId=10001&langId=-1&storeId=52084
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/the-great-divergence-9781608196357/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/the-great-divergence-9781608196357/
https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/american-government-politics-and-policy/red-fighting-blue-how-geography-and-electoral-rules-polarize-american-politics?format=PB
https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/american-government-politics-and-policy/red-fighting-blue-how-geography-and-electoral-rules-polarize-american-politics?format=PB
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-tea-party-and-the-remaking-of-republican-conservatism-9780190633660?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-tea-party-and-the-remaking-of-republican-conservatism-9780190633660?cc=us&lang=en&
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199832637.001.0001/acprof-9780199832637
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199832637.001.0001/acprof-9780199832637
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/postbroadcast-democracy/A0D17A3CD156A0D1BB4318EE5DBCC60B
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/postbroadcast-democracy/A0D17A3CD156A0D1BB4318EE5DBCC60B
https://www.basicbooks.com/titles/suzanne-mettler/degrees-of-inequality/9780465044962/
https://www.basicbooks.com/titles/suzanne-mettler/degrees-of-inequality/9780465044962/
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/lib/harvard-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1486473
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/lib/harvard-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1486473
https://press.princeton.edu/titles/7652.html
https://press.princeton.edu/titles/7652.html
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/book/36419
https://www.littlebrown.com/titles/beth-macy/dopesick/9780316551281/
https://www.littlebrown.com/titles/beth-macy/dopesick/9780316551281/
https://press.princeton.edu/titles/10977.html
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/lib/harvard-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4821069
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COURSE OUTLINE and READING LIST 
 
 
Week 1 (Tue 1/29):  Introductions and Overview of the Seminar 
 

No required readings for class, but at some point, read the following book. 
 

BACKGROUND READING FOR ENTIRE COURSE:  Timothy Noah, The Great 
Divergence: America’s Growing Inequality Crisis and What We Can Do About It.  New 
York: Bloomsbury Press, 2013. 

 
 

ACTION ITEMS TO COMPLETE BEFORE NEXT WEEK’S CLASS MEETING: 
 
1. Lottery form due Wed 1/30 by 6:00pm.  Lottery and enrollment dates:   

Wed 1/30 by 6:00pm:  HARD COPY of lottery form for Government 94 
Seminars is due to CGIS Knafel K151.  Link to form is at 
https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-seminars or pick one up in K151.  
Thu 1/31 evening:  Lottery results will be posted at 
https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-lottery-results and also emailed to 
Prof. Skocpol.  
Thu 1/31 evening through Fri 2/01 morning:  Prof. Skocpol will email all 
students who were lotteried into Gov94oa asking whether they plan to enroll.  
Once all responses are in, she will email the students who expressed interest 
but were not lotteried in and will offer them the discretionary slots and any 
other open slots.   
Fri 2/01 11:59pm:  Course registration deadline.   
 

2. Memo #1 is due by NOON ON MONDAY 2/04 to course website (for Tue 
2/05 class discussion):   
By noon on Mon 2/04, each student should post to the course website a two-
page memo (single-spaced, roughly 1000 words) giving your reasoned reactions 
to the readings on rising economic and political inequality.  A good strategy is 
to indicate two or three arguments or findings that struck you as important 
and say why.  In addition, indicate the arguments or findings you find most 
questionable and say why and what further investigation might be required. 
 

3. Assigning memos/discussion leaders for Weeks 4, 6, 7, and 8 (third 
memo), and Weeks 11 and 12 (fourth memo): 
Students should come to the Week 2 class (Tuesday, February 5) prepared to list 
preferences for Weeks 4 and 6-8 and for Weeks 11 and 12 so the third and fourth 
memo assignments for can be doled out.   

 

https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212150727570003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=default_scope&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=books&query=any,contains,great%20divergence%20timothy%20noah&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212150727570003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=default_scope&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=books&query=any,contains,great%20divergence%20timothy%20noah&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-seminars
https://undergrad.gov.harvard.edu/gov-94-lottery-results
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Week 2 (Tue 2/05):  Different Perspectives on Rising U.S. Inequality 

All students submit their first two-page memo (single-spaced, roughly 1000 words) to 
course website by noon on Monday, February 4 for all course members to read before 
class.   

“…giving your reasoned reactions to the readings on rising economic and political 
inequality.  A good strategy is to indicate two or three arguments or findings that struck 
you as important and say why.  In addition, indicate the arguments or findings you find 
most questionable and say why and what further investigation might be required” 

Jacob S. Hacker and Paul Pierson. “Winner-Take-All Politics: Public Policy, Political 
Organization, and the Precipitous Rise of Top Incomes in the United States.” Politics 
& Society 38(2) (June 2010): 152-204. 

Richard V. Reeves. “The Dangerous Separation of the American Upper Middle 
Class.” Brookings Social Mobility Memos blog, September 3, 2015.   

Kay Lehman Schlozman, Henry E. Brady, and Sidney Verba. “The Big Tilt: 
Participatory Inequality in America.” The American Prospect 8(32) (May-June 1997).  

Bruce Western and Becky Pettit. “Incarceration and Social Inequality.” Daedalus 
139(3) (Summer 2010): 8-19.  

Zoltan Hajnal, Nazita Lajevardi, and Lindsay Nielson. “Voter Identification Laws 
and the Suppression of Minority Votes.” The Journal of Politics 79, no. 2 (April 
2017): 363-379.  

Benjamin Radcliff and Patricia Davis. “Labor Organization and Electoral 
Participation in the Industrial Democracies.” American Journal of Political Science 
44(1) (2000): 132-41.   
 
 

Week 3 (Tue 2/12):  Elite and Mass Dynamics in Contemporary U.S. Politics 

All students submit their second two-page memo (single-spaced, roughly 1000 words) to 
course website by noon on Monday, February 11 for all course members to read before 
class. 

Theda Skocpol and Alexander Hertel-Fernandez. “The Koch Network and 
Republican Party Extremism.” Perspectives on Politics 14(3) (September 2016): 681-
99. 

David A. Hopkins. Red Fighting Blue: How Geography and Electoral Rules Polarize 
American Politics. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2017. 
READ ENTIRE BOOK.   
 
 

  

https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1177%2F0032329210365042
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1177%2F0032329210365042
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/social-mobility-memos/posts/2015/09/03-separation-upper-middle-class-reeves
http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/social-mobility-memos/posts/2015/09/03-separation-upper-middle-class-reeves
http://prospect.org/article/big-tilt
http://prospect.org/article/big-tilt
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1162/DAED_a_00019
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1086/688343
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1086/688343
https://www-jstor-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/2669299
https://www-jstor-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/2669299
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592716001122
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592716001122
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212195704380003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,hopkins%20red%20fighting%20blue&sortby=rank&facet=tlevel,include,available_onsite&facet=rtype,include,books&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212195704380003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,hopkins%20red%20fighting%20blue&sortby=rank&facet=tlevel,include,available_onsite&facet=rtype,include,books&offset=0
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Week 4 (Tue 2/19):  Understanding Recent Popular Resistance Movements 

Selected students submit their third two-page memos (single-spaced, roughly 1000 
words) to course website by noon on Monday, February 18 (for all course members to 
read) and help lead the class discussion.   

Theda Skocpol and Vanessa Williamson. The Tea Party and the Remaking of 
Republican Conservatism. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016.  NOTE: eBook 
(2012 edition) available via Hollis.  READ ENTIRE BOOK. 

Katherine Cramer. “Putting Inequality in its Place: Rural Consciousness and the 
Power of Perspective.” American Political Science Review 106(3) (August 2012): 517-
32. 

Leah Gose and Theda Skocpol. “Resist, Persist, and Transform: The Emergence and 
Impact of Grassroots Resistance Groups in the Early Trump Presidency.” Paper 
presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association on August 
13, 2018, in Philadelphia, PA. 
 
 

 
DUE BY 11:59PM ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, TO COURSE WEBSITE:   
First Research Ideas Memo, 3-4 pages, double-spaced, outlining several possible 
research questions.  “The First Research Ideas Memo will suggest several researchable 
questions that the student would like to discuss in an individual meeting with Professor 
Skocpol later in the same week, to prepare for fleshing out one of them more fully in later 
assignments.”  For detailed guidance, review Developing the Research Project section of 
syllabus and guidelines for a good “research prospectus” handout. 
 
MANDATORY INDIVIDUAL CONSULTATIONS to discuss your research ideas will be 
scheduled with Professor Skocpol within a few days after submitting First Research Ideas 
Memo on Monday, February 25.  Abby Peck peck@wjh.harvard.edu will email students to 
schedule appointments.   
 
 
 
Week 5 (Tue 2/26):  The Changing Role and Impact of the Mass Media 

No memos this week.  

Markus Prior. Post-Broadcast Democracy: How Media Choice Increases Inequality in 
Political Involvement and Polarizes Elections. New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2007.  READ CHAPTERS 1-2 AND 6-8 AND QUICKLY SKIM THE 
OTHERS. 

Peter Dreier and Christopher R. Martin. “How ACORN Was Framed: Political 
Controversy and Media Agenda Setting.” Perspectives on Politics 8(3) (September 
2010): 761-792. 

Sean Illing. “How Trump Masterfully Exploited the Structural Weaknesses of the 
Press.” Interview of Tom Rosenstiel (author of The Elements of Journalism: What 
News People Should Know and the Public Should Expect). Vox, November 8, 2016. 
https://www.vox.com/.  

https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?context=L&vid=HVD2&search_scope=everything&tab=everything&lang=en_US&docid=01HVD_ALMA212183370540003941
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?context=L&vid=HVD2&search_scope=everything&tab=everything&lang=en_US&docid=01HVD_ALMA212183370540003941
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/view/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199832637.001.0001/acprof-9780199832637
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/view/10.1093/acprof:osobl/9780199832637.001.0001/acprof-9780199832637
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S0003055412000305
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S0003055412000305
https://canvas.harvard.edu/files/7176978/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.harvard.edu/files/7176978/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/49717/pages/handouts
mailto:peck@wjh.harvard.edu
http://id.lib.harvard.edu/aleph/010304782/catalog
http://id.lib.harvard.edu/aleph/010304782/catalog
http://ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1537592710002069?nosfx=y
http://ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/login?url=http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S1537592710002069?nosfx=y
http://www.vox.com/conversations/2016/11/8/13497200/donald-trump-hillary-clinton-media-democracy-bias-2016-elections
http://www.vox.com/conversations/2016/11/8/13497200/donald-trump-hillary-clinton-media-democracy-bias-2016-elections
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Week 6 (Tue 3/05):  Representation and Governmental Responsiveness 

Selected students submit their third two-page memos (single-spaced, roughly 1000 
words) to course website by noon on Monday, March 4 (for all course members to read) 
and help lead the class discussion.   

Richard Hall and Frank Wayman. “Buying Time: Moneyed Interests and the 
Mobilization of Bias in Congressional Committees.” American Political Science 
Review 84(3) (September 1990): 797-820.   

Kim Quaile Hill, Jan E. Leighley, and Angela Hinton-Andersson. “Lower-Class 
Mobilization and Policy Linkage in the U.S. States.” American Journal of Political 
Science 39(1) (February 1995): 75-86.   

Martin Gilens and Benjamin I. Page. “Testing Theories of American Politics: Elites, 
Interest Groups, and Average Citizens.” Perspectives on Politics 12(3) (September 
2014): 564-81. 
 
 

Week 7 (Tue 3/12): Do U.S. Social Policies Ameliorate or Reinforce Inequalities?  

Selected students submit their third two-page memos (single-spaced, roughly 1000 
words) to course website by noon on Monday, March 11 (for all course members to read) 
and help lead the class discussion.   

Timothy M. Smeeding. “Poorer by Comparison.” Pathways: A Magazine on Poverty, 
Inequality, and Social Policy, Winter 2008: 3-5.   

Jane Waldfogel. “SSN Key Findings Brief: New Measures Reveal the True Impact of 
America’s Anti-Poverty Programs.” Scholars Strategy Network, www.scholars.org, 
April 2014.  

Michael A. Krassa and Benjamin Radcliff. “SSN Basic Facts Brief: Evidence That 
Higher Minimum Wages Improve Economic Wellbeing.” Scholars Strategy Network: 
www.scholars.org, November 2014. 

Christopher Jencks. “SSN Basic Facts Brief: Rising Income Inequality – And What 
Can Be Done about It.”  Scholars Strategy Network: www.scholars.org, June 2014.  

Christopher Howard. “SSN Basic Facts Brief: Tax Expenditures: What They Are and 
Who Benefits.” Scholars Strategy Network: www.scholars.org, January 2012.   

Suzanne Mettler. Degrees of Inequality: How the Politics of Higher Education 
Sabotaged the American Dream. New York: Basic Books, 2014.  NOTE:  eBook 
available via Hollis.  READ ENTIRE BOOK. 

 
 

 
SPRING BREAK - Saturday, March 16 - Sunday, March 24 

 
  

https://www-jstor-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/1962767
https://www-jstor-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/1962767
http://www.jstor.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/pdfplus/2111758.pdf
http://www.jstor.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/stable/pdfplus/2111758.pdf
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592714001595
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1017/S1537592714001595
https://inequality.stanford.edu/publications/pathway/new-war-poverty
https://inequality.stanford.edu/publications/pathway/new-war-poverty
https://scholars.org/brief/new-measures-reveal-true-impact-americas-anti-poverty-programs
https://scholars.org/brief/new-measures-reveal-true-impact-americas-anti-poverty-programs
https://scholars.org/brief/evidence-higher-minimum-wages-improve-economic-wellbeing
https://scholars.org/brief/evidence-higher-minimum-wages-improve-economic-wellbeing
https://scholars.org/brief/rising-income-inequality-and-what-can-be-done-about-it
https://scholars.org/brief/rising-income-inequality-and-what-can-be-done-about-it
https://scholars.org/brief/tax-expenditures-what-they-are-and-who-benefits
https://scholars.org/brief/tax-expenditures-what-they-are-and-who-benefits
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212162883450003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,METTLER%20DEGREES%20OF%20INEQUALITY&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212162883450003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,METTLER%20DEGREES%20OF%20INEQUALITY&sortby=rank&offset=0
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/lib/harvard-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1486473
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/lib/harvard-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1486473
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Week 8 (Tue 3/26):  How Policies Reshape Citizenship and Group Leverage 

Selected students submit their third two-page memos (single-spaced, roughly 1000 
words) to course website by noon on Monday, March 25 (for all course members to read) 
and help lead the class discussion.   

Suzanne Mettler and Joe Soss. “The Consequences of Public Policy for Democratic 
Citizenship: Bridging Policy Studies and Mass Politics.” Perspectives on Politics 2(1) 
(March 2004): 55-73.    

Suzanne Mettler. The Submerged State: How Invisible Government Policies 
Undermine American Democracy. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011.  
READ CHAPTERS 1-2. 

Andrea Louise Campbell. How Policies Make Citizens: Senior Political Activism and 
the American Welfare State. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2003.  
NOTE: eBook available via Hollis.  READ ENTIRE BOOK. 

Chart from Theda Skocpol: “Varieties of Policy Feedbacks and Relevant Evidence.” 
 
 

 
DUE BY 11:59PM ON MONDAY, APRIL 1, TO COURSE WEBSITE:   
Research Prospectus, 6-8 pages, double-spaced.  “An eventual 6-8 page (double-
spaced) Research Prospectus… will involve fully formulating a question, hypotheses, and 
research design for the final research paper or proposal.  What question do you propose to 
ask and why; and how do you propose to do the research?”  For detailed guidance, review 
Developing the Research Project section of syllabus and guidelines for a good “research 
prospectus” handout. 
 
MANDATORY INDIVIDUAL CONSULTATIONS about your Research Prospectus to be 
scheduled with Professor Skocpol after submitting Research Prospectus.  Abby Peck 
peck@wjh.harvard.edu will email students to schedule appointments.   
 
 
 
Week 9 (Tue 4/02):  Understanding the U.S. Opioid Crisis 

No memos this week. 

Beth Macy. Dopesick: Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company that Changed 
America.  New York: Little, Brown and Company, 2018.  READ ENTIRE BOOK. 

Amanda Erickson. “Opioid abuse in the U.S. is so bad it’s lowering life expectancy. 
Why hasn’t the epidemic hit other countries?” Washington Post, December 28, 2017. 

German Lopez. “I Looked for a State That’s Taken the Opioid Epidemic Seriously. I 
Found Vermont.” Vox, October 31, 2017. https://www.vox.com/.  
 
German Lopez. “Despite an opioid crisis, most ERs don’t offer addiction treatment. 
California is changing that.” Vox, January 8, 2019.  https://www.vox.com/.  
  

https://www-cambridge-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/div-classtitlethe-consequences-of-public-policy-for-democratic-citizenship-bridging-policy-studies-and-mass-politicsdiv/71C8181CFDA721D9F63EFEDB26D28FE1
https://www-cambridge-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/div-classtitlethe-consequences-of-public-policy-for-democratic-citizenship-bridging-policy-studies-and-mass-politicsdiv/71C8181CFDA721D9F63EFEDB26D28FE1
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212146590310003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,METTLER%20SUBMERGED%20STATE&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212146590310003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,METTLER%20SUBMERGED%20STATE&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://canvas.harvard.edu/files/7151491/download?download_frd=1
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?context=L&vid=HVD2&search_scope=everything&tab=everything&lang=en_US&docid=01HVD_ALMA212065556220003941
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?context=L&vid=HVD2&search_scope=everything&tab=everything&lang=en_US&docid=01HVD_ALMA212065556220003941
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/book/36419/
https://canvas.harvard.edu/files/7151498/download?download_frd=1
https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/49717/pages/handouts
https://canvas.harvard.edu/courses/49717/pages/handouts
mailto:peck@wjh.harvard.edu
http://id.lib.harvard.edu/alma/99153695405903941/catalog
http://id.lib.harvard.edu/alma/99153695405903941/catalog
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/12/28/opioid-abuse-in-america-is-so-bad-its-lowering-our-life-expectancy-why-hasnt-the-epidemic-hit-other-countries/?utm_term=.34d7fbe21c66
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/12/28/opioid-abuse-in-america-is-so-bad-its-lowering-our-life-expectancy-why-hasnt-the-epidemic-hit-other-countries/?utm_term=.34d7fbe21c66
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/30/16339672/opioid-epidemic-vermont-hub-spoke
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/10/30/16339672/opioid-epidemic-vermont-hub-spoke
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/1/8/18099534/opioid-epidemic-addiction-treatment-emergency-room-er-california
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/1/8/18099534/opioid-epidemic-addiction-treatment-emergency-room-er-california
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Week 10 (Tue 4/09):  The Politics of U.S. Health Insurance 

Selected students submit their fourth two-page memos (single-spaced, roughly 1000 
words) to course website (for all course members to read) by noon on Monday, April 8 and 
help lead the class discussion. 

Lawrence R. Jacobs and Theda Skocpol. “Hard-Fought Legacy: Obama, 
Congressional Democrats, and the Struggle for Comprehensive Health Care 
Reform,” pp. 53-104 in Reaching for a New Deal: Ambitious Governance, Economic 
Meltdown, and Polarized Politics in Obama’s First Two Years, edited by Theda 
Skocpol and Lawrence R. Jacobs. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2011. 

Michael Tesler. “The Spillover of Racialization into Health Care: How President 
Obama Polarized Public Opinion by Racial Attitudes and Race.” American Journal 
of Political Science 56(3) (July 2012): 690-704. 

Alexander Hertel-Fernandez, Theda Skocpol, and Daniel Lynch. “Business 
Associations, Conservative Networks, and the Ongoing Republican War over 
Medicaid Expansion.” Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law 41(2) (April 2016): 
239-86. 

Alice Ollstein. “New Medicaid Rules Will Give Kentucky Health Care Whiplash.” 
Talking Points Memo, January 16, 2018.  
 
 

Week 11 (Tue 4/16):  U.S. Tax Policies and Politics 

Selected students submit their fourth two-page memos (single-spaced, roughly 1000 
words) to course website (for all course members to read) by noon on Monday, April 15 
and help lead the class discussion. 

Andrea Louise Campbell. “America the Undertaxed: U.S. Fiscal Policy in 
Perspective.” Foreign Affairs 91(5) (September-October 2012): 99-112. 

Vanessa S. Williamson. Read My Lips: Why Americans Are Proud to Pay Taxes. 
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2017.  NOTE: eBook available via Hollis.  
READ ENTIRE BOOK. 

Dylan Scott. “The Republican Tax Bill is a Disaster for Income Inequality.” Vox, 
December 20, 2017. https://www.vox.com/. 
 
Dylan Matthews.  “How the Republican tax law hurts the poor and helps the rich, in 
one chart.” Vox, February 26, 2018.  https://www.vox.com/. 
 

  

https://muse-jhu-edu.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/chapter/1562768
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/chapter/1562768
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/chapter/1562768
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00577.x/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1540-5907.2011.00577.x/full
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1215/03616878-3476141
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1215/03616878-3476141
https://doi-org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/10.1215/03616878-3476141
https://talkingpointsmemo.com/dc/new-medicaid-rules-will-give-kentucky-health-care-whiplash
http://heinonline.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/fora91&collection=journals&index=&id=907
http://heinonline.org.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/fora91&collection=journals&index=&id=907
https://hollis.harvard.edu/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=01HVD_ALMA212182046110003941&context=L&vid=HVD2&lang=en_US&search_scope=everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=everything&query=any,contains,Williamson.%20Read%20My%20Lips:%20Why%20Americans%20Are%20Proud%20to%20Pay%20Taxes&sortby=rank&offset=0
https://ebookcentral-proquest-com.ezp-prod1.hul.harvard.edu/lib/harvard-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4821069
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2017/12/20/16790606/gop-tax-vote-2017-income-inequality
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/2/26/17044440/gop-tax-cut-tax-reform-law-chart-regressive-rich-poor-graph
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2018/2/26/17044440/gop-tax-cut-tax-reform-law-chart-regressive-rich-poor-graph
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IN-CLASS PRESENTATIONS: The last two class sessions will be devoted to 
presentation of preliminary findings of the research.  Students will present and 
mutually comment upon their research designs and preliminary findings.   
 
 
Week 12 (Tue 4/23):  Student Research Presentations - 1st Session.   

12:00pm-2:00pm in K401.  May be extended to 2:45pm to fit everyone in.  15 minutes 
each: 7-8 min to present and 7-8 min for class discussion.   

 
 
Week 13 (Tue 4/30):  Student Research Presentations - 2nd Session. 

12:00pm-2:00pm in K401.  May be extended to 2:45pm to fit everyone in.  15 minutes 
each: 7-8 min to present and 7-8 min for class discussion.   
 
 
 

 
FINAL PAPER DUE BY 11:59PM ON FRIDAY, MAY 10 TO COURSE WEBSITE:   

Final Paper, approximately 20 pages, double-spaced.   

“The final paper for the semester, due Friday, May 10, can be either a research paper or 
a well-elaborated research plan accompanied by indicative preliminary findings.”  

“Final papers developing the research as fully as possible should be about 20 pages long 
(double-spaced) and are due, with no extensions, to the course website by 11:59pm on 
Friday, May 10.  Late papers will lose one-half grade per day, unless the student has a 
medical or emergency excuse verified by the student’s Resident Dean and, if applicable, 
the University Health Services.”   
 


